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9. THE LEAFY BUST AT NEMI l
In The Classical Review for November 1907 Professor F.
Granger proposed an interpretation of the remarkable double-
headed bust which was found among the ruins of the temple
of Diana at NemL The bust represents two heads turned
back to back: one of the heads is that of a man of mature
life with a flowing beard : the other is that of a young and
beardless man. The type of face is much the same in both
heads. The eyes are deep-sunk and wide open: the nose
is bold and strong, but not of the Roman type : the nostrils
are wide : the lips are full: the expression is wild, with a
far-away look in the eyes : the whole cast of the features is
neither Greek nor Roman but barbaric. The brow of the
older face is wrinkled and the mouth wide open, showing
the teeth. But perhaps the most singular thing about the
two heads are the leaves with scalloped edges which are
plastered, so to say, on the necks of both busts, and seem
to appear again under the eyes of the youthful face. On either
side of the mouth of this younger face there is also a curious
projection, of which no certain explanation has been given.
Some years ago my friend Mr. A. B. Cook suggested
that the two heads represent the double form of Dian's
famous favourite, who died in Greece as the youthful Hippo-
lytus and, came to life again as the mature Virbius, with
altered features, at Nemi, where he reigned as first King of
the Wood.2 That such a portrait would be eminently in
place at Nemi, where the bust was found, is undeniable.
This theory has been taken up and carried further by Profes-
sor Frank Granger. He suggests that the double bust is a
portrait not so much of the mythical Hippolytus-Virbius as
of his successor and representative the priest of Diana at
Nemi, the King of the Wood (Rex Nemorensis), and he would
explain the barbaric cast of the features by supposing that
the artist copied from the life ; for since the priest of Nemi
had always to be a runaway slave, it might often, perhaps
1 Reprinted   from   The   Classical        2 Classical Review > xvi. (1902) p.
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